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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 7041 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SENV, AS 

SUBJECT: POLLUTION ABATEMENT INFORMATION IN MOLASSES FERMENTATION 
INDUSTRIES 

REF: (A) CANBERRA 6795, (B) STATE 232261 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM AMCONSUL SYDNEY IN REPLY 
STATE 232261 (WHICH WE HAD REPEATED TO THEM FOR THEIR 
ACTION/INFO) IS HEREWITH REPEATED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

QUOTE DISCUSSIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE N.S.W. 

AIR POLLUTION, WATER POLLUTION AND WATER SEWAGE AND 
DRAINAGE BOARD WERE CONDUCTED REGARDING THE MOLASSES 
FERMENTATION INDUSTRY. SEVERAL AIR POLLUTION ABATEMENT 
TECHNIQUES WERE CITED; HOWEVER, IT WAS UNCLEAR AS TO WHETHER 
EVAPORATIVE BYPRODUCT RECOVERY WAS USED AS A MEANS OF WATER 
POLLUTION ABATEMENT. 

QUOTE THREE COMPANIES IN N.S.W. PERFORM MOLASSES 
FERMENTATION. C.S.R. MANUFACTURES ALCOHOL FROM SUGAR CANE. 

PLANTS ARE LOCATED IN VICTORIA, N.S.W. AND QUEENSLAND. TOTAL 
OUTPUT OF ALCOHOL IS 80,000 ILO LITERS PER YEAR (PLEASE USE 
DISCRETION IN DISSEMINATING PRODUCTION FIGURE). UNTREATED 
WASTE IS PUMPED INTO THE SEWERAGE SYSTEMS IN VICTORIA AND 
N.S.W. A PENALTY RATE IS APPLIED IN N.S.W. NO PENALTY RATE 
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IS IN EFFECT IN VICTORIA; HOWEVER, THIS IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

WASTE IS PUMPED ONTO OPEN LAND AT THE QUEENSLAND FACILITY. 

IN ALL THREE CASES THERE APPEARS TO BE NO TREATMENT OF WASTE 
AT THE FACTORY. THE FIRM HAS CONSIDERED BIOLOGICAL METHODS, 
EVAPORATIVE BYPRODUCT RECOVERY AND OTHER METHODS BUT THE COST 
OF INSTALLATION HAS PROHIBITED THEIR UTILIZATION. 
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QUOTE MAURI BROTHERS AND THOMPSON, ALEXANDRIA, N.S.W., 
MANUFACTURE YEAST THROUGH A MOLASSES FERMENTATION PROCESS. 
THE MANAGER REPORTED NO USE OF ANY POLLUTION ABATEMENT 
MEASURES. THE WASTE IS PUMPED INTO THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM. 

QUOTE FERMENTATION INDUSTRIES, AUBURN, N.S.W., 

MANUFACTURES YEAST. THE APPROPRIATE CONTACT WILL BE OUT OF 
TOWN UNTIL OCTOBER 10. NO DEFINITE INFORMATION COULD BE 
OBTAINED. 

QUOTE THE PENALTY RATE IMPOSED BY THE N.S.W. WATER 
SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE BOARD BEGAN IN 1972 WITH A STATED 5 
YEAR SCALED INCREASE IN RATES. THIS ENDED IN 1976 AND THE 
RATES ARE NOW REVIEWED EACH FISCAL YEAR. THE PENALTY RATE 
IS COMPOSED OF THREE PARTS - VOLUME, STRENGTH AND SUSPENDED 
SOLIDS. THE VOLUME CHARGE IS 9 CENTS PER ILO LITER OVER AN 
ALLOWANCE BASED ON NORMAL DISCHARGE FOR THE FACILITY. THE 
STENGTH CHARGE IS BASED ON BOD 5 AND SUSPENDED SOLIDS. THE 
RATE IS 0.6 CENTS PER KILO IN EXCESS OF 600 MG/LITER. THE 
RATES AND DISCHARGES ARE REVIEWED EVERY 6 MONTHS. IN 
GENERAL, THE BOD AND OTHER DATA IS SUPPLIED BY THE COMPANY, 
HOSEVER, THE WATER BOARD DOES CONDUCT ITS OWN TESTING. THE 
RATES FOR STRENGTH AND SUSPENDED SOLIDS TREBLED FRM 1976 TO 
1977. IT WAS INDICATED THAT THE CURRENT RATES MAY BE CLOSE 
TO THE ACTUAL COSTS INCURRED BY THE WATER BOARD IN TREATING 
THESE WASTES. END QUOTE. ALSTON 
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